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timid and undecided authorities at Vienna"134 would actu-
ally "rise to the occasion/' and take the action which had
been intimated.
On the other hand, while it is true that the German
Government did not know half the demands nor the actual
wording of the ultimatum (which in fact had not yet been
definitely drawn up even in Vienna), it knew the substance
of some of the probable demands which were most im-
portant; and it knew that the ultimatum was to be so
framed that Serbia would not be likely to yield to it. Jagow
was therefore virtually lying when he repeatedly asserted
a few days later that "he had no previous knowledge of
the Austro-Hungarian Note." This is a matter to which
we shall return in a moment. Though it is no justification
of his lie, it may be pointed out that Sir Edward Grey, who
is often extolled as an example of honesty and sincerity,
lied just as deliberately in regard to his foreknowledge of
the probable terms of the ultimatum. He had learned on
July 16, from a friend of Berchtold's who told the English
Ambassador in Vienna, that "a kind of indictment is being
prepared against the Serbian Government for alleged com-
plicity in the conspiracy which led to the assassination of
the Archduke. . . . The Serbian Government will be re-
quired to adopt certain definite measures in restraint of
nationalist and anarchist propaganda; the Austro-Hun-
garian Government are in no mood to parley with Serbia,
but will insist on immediate unconditional compliance, fail-
ing which force will be used."135 Nevertheless on July
20, Sir Edward Grey, having "asked the German Ambas-
sador today if he had any news of what was going on in
Vienna with regard to Serbia," and having received a nega-
tive reply,'remarked that he also "had not heard anything
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